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On May 25, 1861, the legislators of 
Kansas established the Great Seal 
that the state uses to this day. In the 
resolution, they described it: 

“The east is represented by the 
rising sun, in the right-hand 
corner of the seal; to the left of it, 
commerce is represented by a river 
and a steamboat; in the foreground, 
agriculture is represented as the 
basis of the future prosperity of the 
state, by a settler’s cabin and a man 
plowing with a pair of horses; beyond 
this is a train of ox-wagons, going 
west; in the background is seen a 
herd of buffalo, retreating, pursued 
by two Indians, on horseback.”

Kansas’ state motto, “ad astra per 
aspera,” is Latin for “to the stars 
through difficulties” and sits above 
34 stars, which represents Kansas’ 
position as the 34th state to enter the 
Union.



The state flower is the sunflower. 
The center of the flower is made up 
of many florets, or small flowers, 
and grow naturally in a beautiful 
spiral formation. Its seeds make oil, 
butter, and a great snack for birds 
and people!



The Western Meadowlark is the state 
bird of Kansas. They have  yellow 
underbellies and intricately patterned 
brown, black and buff wings and 
upperparts, but you can color this 
little guy however you like!
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End

Can you find your way through Kansas?



The state amphibian of Kansas is the Barred Tiger Salamander, designated in 1994. This type of salamander 
is mainly nocturnal and will often eat anything it can catch, including various insects, slugs, and earthworms. 
They live near bodies of water and other damp places where they can easily burrow into the ground. The 
tiger salamander has a dark body with yellow spots and can grow up to 14 inches in length. Wouldn’t that be 
a sight to see!



This intimidating animal is the American buffalo, 
adopted by Kansas as its state animal in 1955. Also 
known as bison, these animals would graze the 
grasslands in massive packs, before overhunting 
brought the species near extinction.



The state reptile of Kansas is the Ornate Box Turtle, designated in 1986. 
It is a relatively small turtle and is usually found in grasslands and on 
land rather than in water. The ornate box turtle is an omnivore - meaning 
it eats both plants and other animals - and has a life span of 32-37 years. 
It’s shell color is usually brown or gray with yellow spots. Have you ever 
caught an ornate box turtle?



Below are some interesting facts about various 
towns in Kansas. See if you can find those 
towns in the word search to the right!

• President Dwight D. Eisenhower called Abilene 
home.

• Atchison was home to Amelia Earhart, the first 
woman to fly alone across the Atlantic Ocean.

• Cottonwood Falls has the oldest operating 
courthouse in Kansas, built in 1873.

• Helium was discovered in the town of Dexter in 
1903.

• The world’s largest outdoor municipal concrete 
swimming pool is located in Garden City.

• Greensburg is home to the world’s largest hand-
dug well.

• Hutchinson is home to the Kansas Cosmosphere 
and Space Center, the Kansas Underground Salt 
Museum and the Kansas State Fair.

• The Kansas Jayhawks are found in Lawrence while 
their rivals are the Kansas State Wildcats from 
Manhattan.

• Buffalo Bill Cody earned his legendary nickname in 
Oakley.

• The capital city of Kansas is Topeka.
• On his only visit to Kansas, Abraham Lincoln spoke 

in the town of Troy on December 1, 1859.
• Big Brutus, the world’s second largest electric 

mining shovel lives in West Mineral.
• Because of its importance in the aircraft industry, 

Wichita is known as “the Air Capital of the World.”



Agriculture is one of the main industries in Kansas 
with nearly 50 million acres of land devoted to farming. 
Kansas is the leading state in wheat production, 
growing nearly 15 percent of all wheat produced in the 
United States.


